West Mercia Aberdeen Angus Club

By Angela Robertson  
The Ceilidh at the Ballard’s Wedding Barn kicked off the year with 70+ members and friends. Guest speakers were the “dynamic duo” Paul Westaway (Melview) and Rob Wills (UK Sires) and the highlight is always the presentation of the Interherd Competition prizes. 

In 2009 and 2010 the three categories were sponsored by BioBest Health Care, The Club, Court Price and Zintec. 2009 was judged by James Playfair and  took four days from his busy schedule to judge 16 herds and covered many hundreds of miles. 

Small herd 1-15 cows  1st  Melview Herd  (Westaway)  2nd Oakchurch (Price) 3rd  Goldstone (Thompson)

Medium herd 16-30 cows  1st Abberton  (Sutherland)  2nd  Peplow  (Lord Newborugh) 3rd   Caldwell   (Hodson Walker)

Large herd 31+ cows  1st The Wall (Dobson) 2nd  Penguin   (Lane)  3rd Dark Lane  (Pittams)

2010 again saw 16 herds being judged by John Tilson and assisted by Marion who did even more miles than James. The presentation took place in February at the Ceilidh in the Ballard’s Wedding Barn again.
Small herd 1-15 cows 1st Woodston 2nd  Goldston (Thompson) 3rd Oakchurch (Price)

Medium herd 16-30 cows  1st Abberton  (Sutherland) also winners 2009: 2nd Eckington (Gardner) 3rd Saltway (Mattews)
Large herd 31+ cows  1st The Wall (Dobson) also winners 2009: 2nd Glympton 3rd Aynho (McLaren)
The Zintec prize valued at  £250 for “best bunch of heifers going/gone to the bull” was won by the McLaren family of Aynho 
Three Counties Show in June has finally managed to recapture some of the old enthusiasm and atmosphere with increased entries and a general move back towards an agricultural theme. The club stand won the first prize for promotion for the second year running.
Moreton in the Marsh show has somewhat redeemed itself with an impressive entry of seven young bulls, could be the start of a new beginning for this lovely show.
The Southern England calf show at Bristol Sales Centre sadly had a few unavoidable withdrawals. David Lucas (Cheeklaw herd) had the task and pleasure of judging an exceptional standard of entries. Our club entrants could be said to have swept the boards. Taking the male and female championships, with Judy Gardner of Eckington taking the male championship and overall and Jeremy Price of Oakchurch taking the female and reserve overall championship.
In May, 18 members had a super day out with a guided tour of the JCB factory then a trailer ride round the beautiful estate where the Wootton Organics herd of Aberdeen-Angus, Deer, sheep and free range Chickens roam. John Reid and Kevin Blurton were excellent tour guides and always ready with an answer or explanation to the many questions.

Several new herds are operating in our area so look out as I will be targeting you as new recruits for the club.
