ABERDEEN-ANGUS REVIEW

WEST MERCIA ABERDEEN ANGUS CLUB 
SUCCESSFUL YEAR IN 2009 FOR WEST MERCIA CLUB

The “ceilidh” at the Ballard’s wedding barn kicked off the club’s activities last year with 70+ members and friends. Clive Rhodes of McCartneys was a delightfully amusing guest speaker and everybody managed to learn a Scottish dance of a certain description!

Our AGM was surprising well attended in May in torrential rain, again at the wedding barn. Presentations were made by Breedplan, Genestar and Biobest Healthcare which gave everybody food for thought.
Three Counties Show in June has finally managed to recapture some of the old enthusiasm and atmosphere with increased entries and a general move back towards an agricultural theme. The club stand won the first prize for promotion - all of £25 but most welcome.
On one of the few good summer’s days in July, a summer afternoon and evening was held at Abberton Angus – many thanks to  the Sutherland family - with a herd walk and tea followed by a herd walk at Nightingale, ending with a BBQ. The visitors must have been hungry as they ate all the food!
Sadly, Moreton in the Marsh show did not attract enough entries to hold Aberdeen-Angus classes. We must thank Aynho and Glympton for their presence in the “any other native breed” classes.
Inter Herd Competition: James Playfair-Hannay took four days from his busy schedule to judge 16 herds and covered I don’t know how many hundreds of miles. The results were as follows – 

Small herd (1-15 cows) - 1 Melview (Westaway);  2 Oakchurch (Price); 3 Goldstone (Thompson)
Medium herd (16-30 cows) - 1  Abberton  (Sutherland);  2 Peplow  (Lord Newborugh); 3  Caldwell   (Hodson Walker)
Large herd (31+ cows) - 1 The Wall (Dobson); 2  Penguin  (Lane);  3 Dark Lane  (Pittams)
Our thanks go to Archie Smith Maxwell and Biobest, plus club funds, for their generous sponsorship of these classes. The presentation will be made at the 2010 “ceilidh” at the wedding barn on March 6, and Paul Jeenes, the incoming president, will be our guest speaker.
The Southern England calf show at Bristol Sales Centre in November was a great success with 70+ entries and not many withdrawals. Adrian Johnson of the Yearsley herd had the task and pleasure of judging an exceptionally high standard of entries. 
Our club entrants could be said to have “swept the boards” taking the male and female  championships (our chairman, Jeremy Price of Oakchurch). The overall champion was the female champion with the reserve female (from the Westaways of Melview) taking the reserve overall. Best turned out was also a club member, Woodston Manor Partnership. A GOOD day for West Mercia Club!
Events planned for 2010: AGM in April with butcher demo; May 26 - trip to Wootton Organics Herd and JCB factory tour; July 5-7 - trip East to Abington Farms, Cambridge; Beckhithe Farms, Norfolk; Shadwell herd, Suffolk; and Hawstead Lodge herd in Suffolk. The Inter herd competition will run again with additional prizes; the new ‘Most Improved’ herd will be judged from May to August by our members and the club will have a stand at the Three Counties and hopefully the Welsh Winter Fair.
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